BOARDS FOR ALL Video Training Series
Introduction
I am Carol Risley, Executive Director of the California State Council on Developmental Disabilities.

The State Council on Developmental Disabilities was established by state and federal law as an independent agency, to ensure that persons with developmental disabilities receive the services and supports they need.

The Council serves as advisor to the Governor, State Legislators and the United States Congress.

We know that disabilities are a natural part of the human condition, and that any person with a disability has a right to fully participate in all aspects of society.

Changes in the perspective of persons with developmental disabilities began in the 1960s with President Kennedy.

President Kennedy appointed the President’s Panel on Mental Retardation to improve and reform existing services and develop new programs. 

“The heart of the question is whether all Americans are to be afforded equal rights and equal opportunities. Whether we are going to treat our fellow Americans as we want to be treated.” President John F. Kennedy
The name was later changed to The President's Committee for People with Intellectual Disabilities. 

The Civil Rights movement inspired the growth of the disability rights movement.

“I have a dream, that my four little children” Martin Luther King
This led to the passage of the milestone Rehabilitation Act of 1973, with Section 504 addressing discrimination against persons with disabilities.

Finally, in 1990 the Americans With Disabilities Act became law.  Based upon basic civil rights protections, it prohibits discrimination based upon disability.

The council is committed to assuring all people have equal opportunities to participate in public policy making, particularly those individuals who have not had these opportunities to be in leadership positions.

Participation on the Council develops strong leadership skills that can also be used in peoples' professional lives.

We are proud to be a partner with Eastern Los Angeles Regional Center in developing the Boards For All Leadership Webcast Series for members of the State Council and the community. 

Anyone who considers joining the Council, a Board, or Advisory Committee will find this series useful. 

You will learn about 
What a Board of Directors does, 

The role of the Board members, 

Purpose of Committees, 

Board Development and 

Facilitation.

After each video you will be instructed to complete a worksheet that reinforces the ideas in the video. At the end of the series you’ll be asked to create your own Volunteer Mission Statement. 
The webcast video series is available in English, Spanish and Mandarin with closed-caption. At the end of this video, you will be taken back to the main screen, then click Video number one, Board of Directors, to begin the series. 

We look forward to seeing your leadership work in the future and to watching you and your community grow stronger.

“And then I got a phone call two days later and said ‘Would you like to be part of our family?’ And I said ‘Yes!’ And now I have the job.” Cindy White


